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The Pigman by Paul Zindel  

 

Diary/Journal Assignment 

 
• There are 15 chapters in this book.  This will be your assignment for each chapter. 
• You will keep a written diary from either John or Lorraine’s perspective. 
• After reading each chapter, compose a diary entry from that character’s perspective.  The entry should 

be written in that character’s voice.  You should write about what happened in the character’s life 
according to that chapter.  How did he/she feel? What was he/she thinking and why?  Really try to get 
into the mind and personality and feelings of the character.  If you are writing about a chapter that the 
character did not narrate, you should still write about their thoughts on what happened.  Both John 
and Lorraine will be involved in every chapter in some way, so you will be able to write from either 
character’s point of view.  You can always comment on the other characters’ actions and roles in the 
chapters. 

• Each entry should be a well-developed paragraph that references specific details of the book (around 7-
8 sentences). 

• This assignment will be graded at the end of the book (75 points) as well as checked periodically 
throughout the reading.  Make sure you keep up with the writing as you read. 
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